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GENERAL REVIEW of EUROPEAN POLITICS. 
Fr SEPTEMBER, 1797- 


HE civil war, which many expected as the neceflary 
refult of the late conteft between the Directory and 
Councils of France, has not taken place, We ftated, a 
month ago, that the firft could not happen in the prefent times, 
unlefs the territory and finances of France were divided under 
oppofing authorities ; and we obferved, farther, that if force 
were to crufh the majorities in the two Councils, the Robe- 
fpierrian fyftem could not fucceed, its machinery having been 
broken with the plate of the aflignats: That devouring and 
confifcating finance could no longer avail itfelf of the youthful 
rage of the people for liberty, to cover its deftruction of their 
property; and that it could not, therefore, any longer operate in 
the revolution, as the agent of public credit. The party, that 
has {ucceeded to power in France, has not pafled to it, as fore 
metly, through blood, It had to truft for the means of conti- 
nuing the war, and its own authority, not to aflignats, _but to 
the contributions of the people. 

The people, on their part, will now begin to inquire into 
the advantages which they gain from their fyftem of reprefen- 
tation. Their reprefentatives will, in their turn, logk to 
their own eventual fecurity; and it is under fuch trials, that 
the French couftitution, if ever, is to receive folidity and 
duration, 
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The Directory have endeavoured to juftify their own 
violent proceedings, by an appeal to the French nation, and an 
accufation of their opponents, as violators of the conftitution, 
and confpirators for the reftoration of royalty. That queftion 
is entirely domeftic and relative to France : And the lefs that it 
is agitated by foreign nations, the more they will be found to 
attend to their own intereft, and indeed to favour the caufe of 
the unfortunate loyalifts, The DireGtory, as was to be 
expected, have attempted, by the documents which they have 
publifhed, and their proceedings towards Lord Malmefbury, to 
infinuate a-charge of interference on our part in fupport of the 
royalift party. ‘This was fo obvious a policy, on the part of 
the enemy, that we were extremely anxious, in our humble 
fphere, to induce our government to efpoufe a fyftem by which 
that imputation might be precluded. We withed the bafis of 
peace to be avowed by the reprefentatives of the nation, and 
to be announced by them, in fupport of his Majefty’s gracious 
declaration from the throne in his {peech to Parliament. 
Various circumftances led us to declare our opinion, in our 
laft retrofpeét, ** that judging from the paft, and weighing 
maturely the appearances of the day, we were apprehenfive 
that Lord Malmefbury, though he might have made fome pro- 
grefs towards peace, would not conclude it definitively, but ia 
a third miffion.” 

Two nations, paying refpeftively multiplied contributions 
from their induftry, for the purpofe of carrying on a war 
deftructive of their common profperity, are not doomed, in our 
opinion, to wage it long, without clearly afcertaining its object. 
We avoid an inquiry into the origin and policy of the war. 
But certainly to reftore monarchy, by force of arms, is now 
found to be impracticable. While we prepare with vigour 
for the profecution of war, let a folemn renunciation of all 
future interference in fupport of the caufe of royalty in France 
prepare the way for peace; let us be prepared for hoftilities, 
but difplay ftill a more ardent, as well as a nobler defire of re- 
conciliation. In imitation of divine goodnefs, which, accords 
ing to the obfervation of one of the Chriftian fathers*, 
¢ draws its bow that it may not fhoot, and whets its {word that 
it may not ftrike.” Such fentiments and defigns, communicaied 
an’ se-echoed from fhore to fhore, might tend, even without 
the formality of negotiation, to at leaft an armed truce, which 
would terminate informal pacification. Did we not renounce, 
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after a long, an expenfive, and a fruitlefs ftruggle, the fupport 
of royalty in our colonies, in America? Let us examine the 
origin, progrefs, and conclafion of the difpute between the 
mother country and America in the laft war ; compare the 
account of thefe with that of the conteft between Europe and 
France in this: And we fhall havea practical developement 
of the fyftem, which fhows how commerce heals the wounds 
of war, and public credit redraws hoftile nations under its 
common protection. 


SPAIN and PORTUGAL. 

A rich Portugueze fleet of merchantmen has fallen into 
the hands of the French: But it is not yet known, whether 
the period of its capture preceded or comes withia the term of 
the pacification. 

ee ee WE Me 

This country at prefent excites moft particularly the atten- 
tionof Europe. ‘The ftate of the conteft between German 
and France, and the conduct which will be purfued by Buona- 
parte, if hoftilities re-commence, and a variety of other cir= 
cumftances, are likely greatly to intereft the public mind. 
It is not likely that affairs will long retain their prefent doubt- 
ful complexion, a complexion partly occafioned by the late 
party conteftsin France. The Triumvirate of the Direétory 
have, to all prefent appearances, gained a complete victory, 
and their real fentiments and views will be foon made known 
inthe moft decifive manner. We with they were more 
peaceable than we fear they will prove to be. 


TURKEY ix EUROPE. 

The Turkith empire, by all accounts, feems to be in the 
fituation of the Mogul empire, when the great officers of 
ftate and governors of provinces began to aflume independence 
on the Court of Delhi. The Pacha of Scutari has made 
certain overtures for an alliance with the new Cifalpine 


republic. 
GERMAN Y. 


In Germany there are, in fact, but two independent powers, 
the Auftrians and Pruffians ; whofe leading fyftem, for fome 
time, has been, to maintain a balance between them by 
making up for any encroachment on one‘part, by one, where 
it might be conveniently made on the other; fo that if the 
Emperor could be tempted to make a fepurate peace with the 
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Diredtory, by the fpoils of Venice, the King of Pruffia would 
dart out his talons in fome other quarter, 


NORTH of EUROPE. 


Is it poMible that the northern powers can longer refrain 
from taking fome meafures for coercing, within fome rea- 
fonable bounds, the new and great republic? There is a 
page between this and interference in their internal 
affairs, 


GREAT BRITAIN. 

The fafe arrival of a latge fleet from the Weft Indies is a 
fortunate event. A fleet, too, is expected about this time from 
Indias We have only to protect our trade, to guard our 
coafts, to avoid profufion, to cultivate our foil; not to opprefs, 
but to protect and cherifh the labouring poor; to fimplify, if 
poffible, the colle€tion of ‘taxes, and to ‘be united in patriotic 
wilfdom ahd virtue. 





On SOLITARY IMPRISONMENT. 


HE Earl of Mansfield in his moral charafler was ir- 
reproachable, inftructive, and exemplary. Whoever 
examines this ferene part of his chara&ter with an impartial, 
difcerning eye, with a view to profit by the various admonitory 
hints, which he took every fair occafion to inculcate, even in 
his judicial capacity, cannot fail to view this illuftrious cha~ 
racter in a very pleafing light. 

To manifeft his opinion of the falutary effeAs of the new 
gaols in Suflex, Gloucefter, Oxford, Stafford, and other coun 
ties, where ufeful reform has been promoted by folitary cone 
finement, he was accuftomed to relate the following anecdote 
or little dialogue between himfclf and the governor of Hore 
fham new gaol in Suffex. 

Lord Mansficld.—“ A few hours only have flitted or paffed 
away, fince, in the difcharge of my duty as a Judge, I deli- 
vered yournew gaol. I was very much pleafed at the fight of 
a calendar where the number of prifoners, which formerly 
have fallen to my lot to try for offences at Horfham, was re 
duced more than ont half ; I am now very much aftonifhed to 
find, that the few prifoners I have tried at this period would 
not occupy one fourth part of the new gaol, How can your 
Lord-Lieutenant fatisfy the county of Suflex, that there has 
pot been prodigality and wafte of the county-money, in raif> 
ing 
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ing fo large and ftately an edifice, three fourths of which ap- 
pear to be untenanted f” 

The anfwer was: “* My Lord, I muft leave his Grace of 
Richmond to anfwer for himfelf: I have very little doubt of 
our Lord-Licutenant acquitting himielf of your Lordfhip’s 
heavy charge of prodigality. This, my Lard, 1 caf truly fay, 
that I was twelve years keeper of the old gaol, and have been 
near twelve years governor or keeper of the prefent county 
prifon. I can fay farther, that the new gaol was built upon a 
plan to contain the average number of criminals and debtors 
which the old prifon was accuftomed to hold in durance vile. 
Bat, my Lord, although in days of yore my vilitors were very 
troublefome, and very frequent in their vifits to me, difcharged 
at one affizes, and ia prifon again within the old walls long 
before the next; yet fuch, my Lord, is the effect of our folitary 
confinement, and of making a rogue think a little, and become 
acquainted with himfelf, that, in the courfe of the laft twelve 
years, I can folemnly declare before your Lordthip, that only 
one fingle prifoner has been twice within thefe walls y?? 

“© Good God !” replied the noble Earl, “ this. language 
of experience is very forcible, and the fact ought to be more 
generally known.” 

We can with pleafure add, that, on the relation of this plain 
fa& at a county-mecting, when the confideration of the plan 
for a new gaol and moderate folitary confinement were the 
fubjeQs to be dilcufied, the Lord Lieutenant of the county of 
Stafford was pleafed to exprefs his entire approbation of Mr, 
Howard’s plan of prifons, and particularly of feparate or folie 
tary confinement, and to requeft that any magiftrate then pre- 
fent, whohad any objections to make thereto, would make 
them. 

An interval of filence prevailed ; -no objector rofe to at- 
tempt a refutation, or to militate againft the propofition for a 
new gaol, principally founded on the model of Gloucefter 
gaol, ‘The work was begun in 1789; in 1792 it was come 
pleted. In the year 1793, it was inhabited very thinly indeed 5 
the number of prifoners in the calendar of this year being re~ 
duced nearly one half below that of tie year 1791. 

Thus one more tuffrage is added to the fyftem .of ufeful re+ 
form, which, as expericnce has evinced, may be wifely proe 
moted by well-timed and moderate folitary confinement. 
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Sketch of the Life and Charatter of William Beckford, 
Efq. of Fonthill. 


[From the European Magazine. ] 


R. BECKFORD having lately been the fubje& of 
M much difcourfe in town, in confequence of his com- 
munications to his Majefty’s Minifters on the difpofition of 
the French government to enter into negociations for peace 
with this country ; communications which are fuppofed 
grtea:ly to have accelerated, if not rather to have given rife to 
meafures at length taken for that defirable end, fome account 
of this gentleman cannot fail of being acceptable. 

The public need not be informed, that William Beckford, 
Efgq. of Fonthill is the fole iffue, in marriage, of the late 
Alderman Beckford, fo diftinguifhed by his ability, fpirit, and 
magnificence, in the office ot firft magittrate of the city of 
London, and fo highly revered as one of its moft patriotic 
reprefentatives ; a character in which his name will defcend 
with renown to pofterity in the hiftory of his country. 

Mr. Beckford traces back his father’s family to a remote 
anceftry inthe county of Glocefter. By his mother, who was 
daughter and co-heirefs of the Hon. George Hamilton, fon of 
James, the feventh Earl of Abercorn, he is defcended through 
a long line of noble and royal progenitors. He married Lady 
Margaret Gordon, only daughter of the late Earl of Aboyne 
by Lady Margaret Stewart, daughter of the Earl of Gallo- 
way: By this lady he has two daughters. 

It is hardly neceflary to mention, that Mr. Beckford’s 
paternal anceftors have been in pofieflion of a princely 
property in Jamaica ever fince that ifland belonged to the 
Crownof Great Britain. His great grandfather, Peter Beck- 
ford, was Lieutenant Governor of Jamaica in the reign of 
King William. He fortified Port Royal, and affifted in 
fitting out an armament againft the French and Spaniards, 
which fucceeded in driving the enemies of his country from 
the Spanifh main. 

Mr. Beckford, the fubje& of this memoir, was very young 
at the death of his father in 17703 but he had already 
manifefted uncommon genius, with an aptitude and difpofition 
for knowledge not lefs fingular, A claffical education foon 
awakened and refined that tafte for every fpecies of beauty in 
the fine arts, of which he is at prefent fo confpicuoufly the 
friend and patron. Inthe practice and compofition of mufic, 
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and in various branches of defign, few gentlemen are more 
diftinguifhed; in the former art, not many profeffors. In 
almoft every kind of literary compofition, in his own, in the 
French, Italian, and Portuguefe languages, Mr. Beckford has 
difplayed an originality and fervor of imagination, and fuch a 
copioufnels of ideas, with fuch truth and vivacity of ex- 
prefion, as have gained the admiration of eminent critics, 
both at home and abroad. Two anonymous works in profe, 
«“ The Lives of the Painters,” a fictitious jeu d’e/prit, written 
at fixteen years of age, and The Hiftory of Vatteck, alearned 
fpecimen of oriental coftume, were publifhed feveral years 
ago, and were extremely well received, though without the 
fanction of their author’s name. 

Mr. Beckford has written, almoft voluminoufly, on the 
fubjects of his travels, and letters on the a€tual {tate and lead- 
ing characters of feveral of the Courts of Europe, and par= 
ticularly that of France, from the beginning of the revolution 
tothe death of the King, and on many other mifcellanecous 
topics, in profe and verfe ; works yet remaining in manufcript, 
but which his literary friends hope he will fometime be 
induced to publifh; 2ffured, that in refpe& of charaQeriltic 
information on the arts and the Jdelles lettres, and on the 
manners, views, and perfonal confequeace of the chief actors 
on the political theatre of Europe, they would piace him high 
among the beit and mofi interefting writers of this age; and, 
in point of genius, wit, and claflic compofition, not fecond to 
the moft diftinguithed, 

Although it will be taken for granted, that the education of 
a perfon of fuch genius, born in (uch aufpicious circumftances, 
muft have been attended to with more than ordinary care, fome 
particulars on this topic may be worthy of recollection, The 
Jate Earls of Chatham and Camden, and the learned Lord 
Lyttleton, who were among the moft intimate friends of the 
late Mr. Beckford, were, after his death, confulted on the 
fubject of his fon’s education, and many other celebrated 
names might be cited on the fame account. Mr. Beckford, 
during his minority, made repeated vifits at Burton Pynfent ; 
where the prefent Minifter, with the reft of Lord Chacham’s 
family, were educated under the iafpeCion of their father. 

The writer of this mzmoir is well informed, that this 
iluftrious ftatelman was frequently heard to. exclaim with 
rapture at the performance of Mr. Beckford’s early exercilesy 
particularly in oratory, and often to declare, that he faw, ia 
his childhood, a mind mere pregnant with the feeds of seo 
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and great talents than had almoft ever occurred to him in any 
other inftance. The writer too has feen letters, both from 
Lord Lyttleton and the Earl of Chatham, addrefled to Mr, 
Beckford’s principal tutor, and heard of many converfations 
betwixt the latter and thefe celebrated perfonages, and of fome, 
particularly interefting, betwixt the late Earl Camden and- 
him, relative to his pupil’s education; from which he colle&s 
the very extraordinary ideas thefe great men formed of Mr. 
Beckford’s natural underftanding and capacity, and their high 
expelations of fruit from blofioms, confefledly of the fairett 
promife. And few are thofe really acquainted with Mr. 
Beckford (and his acquaintance in every country has been with 
perfons beft able to judge) who will hefitate to affirm, that his 
abilities and accomplifhments are fuch as have not deceived the 
early hopes that were entertainedof him, This is not to be 
confidered as the language of panegyric, but a faithful repre. 
fentation of facts, with fuch conclufions from them as juftice 
and common fenfe muft authorife. But the writer fpeaks not 
here of the juftice or common fenfe of Mr. Beckford’s 
avowed enemies: The former being not lefs refolutely deaf 
than affe&edly blind, no wonder the latter remains dumb, 
Detra&tion and malice, however, keep true to their own cha- 
raters : They are fo clear-fighted as to fee evil, well known 
not to have the fhadow of exiftence, whilft ftupidity and 
ignorance, their {worn handmaids, fitly linked with ingratitude, 
a perfonage which finds it much more convenient to calumniate 
a benefactor than to repay obligations, ftands ever ready to 
proclaim aloud what malice and detraction are fo ready to in- 
vent. But enough of this : It were humble to beltow 
further notice on that which deferves nothing but contempt. 

It may be thought ftrange, that Mr. Beckford, with the 
abilities generally attributed to him, fhould not have produced 
them more on the fcene of public life: Opportunities of 
difplaying himfelf to advantage could not have been wanting 
whilft he chofe to continue in Parliament; but the world 
fhould know, that with talents, and particularly that of 
cloquence, fitted to have made a brilliant figure on this ground, 
Mr. Beckford unfortunately wants ftrength of conititution 
neceflary to bear that conftant attendance, fatigue, and thofe 
late hours required in the Houfe of Commons, and con- 
fequently to have made thole continued exertions, by which 
alone he could have hoped to promote the fervice of his 
country, and to have advanced his own reputation, For this 
reafon he was induced, fome few years ago, to withdraw him- 
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felf fromthe Houfe of Commons, and has rather chofen, at 
different periods, to affift the introduction of others into ite 
Many perfons of great merit have, through his patronage, 
found opportunities therc of manifefting how much they have 
been attached to our conftitution and government: And Mrs 
Beckford may reflect, with exultation, upon fome particular 
chara&ters who have entered Parliament, and that in fucceffive 
elections, under his aufpices. The late Chief Juftice of 
Chefter, and the prelent Lord Chief Juftice of the King’s 
Bench, owed their feats, repeatedly, to his liberal patronage. 
Bur, in the mean time, it would very unjuftly be fuppofed that 
he had, on his own part, refufed all adtive fervices to his 
country. On the contrary, no man, furrounded as he is by all 
the clegancies of life, and abounding at home with refources 
of occupation and amufement, would quit them all with mioré 
alacrity, to further its interefts on fuch occafions, and in fuch 
fituations, as he believes himfelf able to be truly ufeful. And 
it ought not to be concealed from the world, that Mr. Beck- 
ford, not long after his return from abroad laft fummer, made 
overtures to his Majefty’s Minifters, of undertaking that oc- 
cafional embafly to the Court of Portugal, which government 
were faid about that time to have had in contemplation, His 
refidence, at different intervals, in that country, his knowledge 
of the language, of the people, and the Court of Portugal, 
aud the prepofleffions of both in his favour, his having lived at 
Lifbon upon terms of familiarity and friendfhip with the firft 
families, and with many perfons of high confequence in the 
management of public affairs, by whom he was very frequently 
confulted, and, above all, the favour and confidence fhewn him 
by the Prince of Braail, are, altogether, circum{tances which 
would have rendered him ¢minently proper for this miffion. 

Mr. Beckford’s conneQtions and credit with perfons of the 
firft rank and confideration in that and in every other country 
which he has vilited, fufficiently evince the refpeCtability of his 
conduct, But there is no country ia-which he feems to have 
ftoodin higher eftimation than in France, where he has, upon 
the whole, paffed the longeft time abroad. He refided at Paris 
2 more than two years immediately preceding the death of the 

ing. 

During that critical interval of the revolugion, without 
committing himfelf with any of the parties who ruled in turn, 
Mr. Beckford managed, equally from his knowledge of the 
national character, from his nice difcrimination of thofe of 
individuals, and from his attention to the ¢ver-varying com. 
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plexion of the times, to preferve fo prudent a carriage in his 
intercourfe with the fevéral leaders, as juftly to have won the 
efteem of all ; and it is remarkable, that in the paflport granted 
him for his departure from France, foon after the death of the 
King in 1793, it was declared, that the capital faw him depart 
with regret-—* Paris Ja voit {en allen avec regret ;”—an ex- 
preffion of voluntary regard and confideration rarcly, if ever, 
paid to an individual in a fimilar cafe. 

Nor is it lefs certain, that feveral of the ruling perfons of that 
time, fuppofing, from his abilities, fortune, and condué@, that 
he muft have poffefled confiderable influence at home, were 
anxious he fhould ufe it in procuring peace betwixt the two 
countries. Confcious of the credit and importance of fuch 
prepoffeffions in his favour, Mr. Beckford has long withed for 
the opportunity of turning them to the advantage of his 
country. When lately he made thofe commanications alluded 
ta at the beginning of this memoir, and which have been 
mentioned by the public with a fort of grateful ackhowledge- 
ment, it might naturally enoegh have been expected, that, ia 
the negociation lately commenced, fome defire would have 
been expreffed of profiting by the known partiality of France 
to this gentleman, acd by his own intimations of readinefs 
to ferve his Majefty in an occafional appointment of this 
nature. 

For thefe reafons, fuch an appointment could fearcely have 
failed of giving fatisfa€tion to the public; bat when we take 
into ‘confideration Mr. Beckford’s tone of addrefs, his com- 
mand of the French language, his inftantaneous tact of cha- 
rattet in every perfon he converfes with, his acquaintance with 
‘the political hiftory' and actual ftate of Europe, and parti- 
culaurly his knowledge of: many of thofe fecret fprings by 
which the greater revolutionary movements in France have 
been effected, and laftly that fingular diftin@ion and kindnels 
mazifefted toward him by the government in the perfon of his 
agent, now at Parison his private affairs, are, altogether, cir 
cumftances which fhould feem to point him out as peculiarly 
formed to act an important part in the prefent crifis. 

If the négociation fucceeds in hands which have already 
failed, it will be that happy event on which, perhaps, the very 
exifteiice of our country may be found to have depended, If 
it mifcarries, not only the prefent, but future generations may 
‘have to regret, that it was not entrufted to fome genius above 
the common fize ; to one, if fuch a one might be found, marked 
out by nature and by circumiftances for an extraordinary fitua- 
tion 
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tion in new times; times, in which it is poffible, all the 
revered forms of diplomacy, all the old principles of negocia- 
tion, the balance of power, and even the laws of nations, may 
be little valued by the plenipotentiaries of a republic, which 
has (to fpeak much within compafs) fhaken the moral and 
political fyftem of fociety, from one extremity of Europe to 
the other. 





Narrative of the Particulars of the late Embaffy of .Lord 
Macariney to China. 
(Continued from Page 289.) 

HE Secretary of the intended embafly was difpatched i in 

1792 to Paris, for the purpole of engaging proper. per- 

fons to act in the capacities of interpreter and tranflator. 

After attempting to procure them in vain at Paris and. Rome, 

he fucceeded at Naples, where, through the intereft of the 

Britifh Ambaflador there, Sir William Hamilton, he was for- 

tunate enough to procure two Chinefe, uncontaminated, in 

mortals, amiable in maoners, and candid in dilpofition, and 

who were qualified. to interpret between their own language, 

and the Italian or Latin, . "Thefe perfons arrived in England 
in 1792. 

They foon began to render themfelves uleful, by fome per- 
tinent hints felpeati ing their-own country, and -fuggefted the 
fitteft preparations for fuch an expedition. Prefents, accard- 
ing to the eaftern manners, are indifpenfible, both for the Em- 
peror and his Court ; and they mentioned what they judged 
might be moft acceptable. Such articjes,as.were there fought 
after with avidity, and produced the greateft profit, were, an 
this head, not to be difregarded. Extraordinary pieces of in- 
genious and complicated mechanifm, richly and varioufly or- 
namented, and producing, by means of internal wheels and 
fprings, apparently automatous movements, were exported 
annually to a confiderable amount. Thefe machines, taken 
ever thither at the exprefs defire of the mandarines, whom it 
might have been dangerous to difobey, were either given as 
prefents, or a trifling {um, infinitely lefs than the firft coft, was 
received in return, that the tranfaction might have the ap- 
pearance of a common purchafe. Many of thefe coftly are 
ticles, obtained by the mandarines, for little confideration, 
from the merchants, under promi(e ‘of proteCtion from their 
3A2 * inferiors, 
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inferiors, ultimately found their way into the palaces of the 
mperor and his minifters, in the hope of fecuring the favour 
of their fuperiors. 

Te would have been vain, in public prefents, to think of fur« 
paling, either in coft or workmanfbip, fuch articles of this 
kind, (called, inthe cant jargon of ‘the eaft, fing fongs) as had 
paffed thither through private channels; and befides, the an- 
nual accumulation of them was fuppofed fuflicient to fatiate 
the tranfient gratification excited by gaudy trifles.s Other 
prefents were fubftituted in their room, more worthy of 
princely notice and acceptance. 

Aftronomy being a favourite fcience in China, which has 
Jong engrofled the attention and occupation of the govern. 
ment, inftruments of the lateft improvements, and orreries 
reprefenting the moft perfect motiéns of the folar fyftem, 
could not fail to be acceptable. ~ To thefe were added, {peci- 
mens or aflortments of fuch of our manufactures, finifhed in 
the firft ftyle, as were adapted for general utility, or focial 
comfort ; which, befides being likely to prove highly grateful 

to thofe to whom they were prefented, were likely to create a 
future demand for the fame articles. ' 

For the fafer conveyance of thefe prefents, the Eaft-India 
Company appointed one of their largeft fhips, and gave the 
command of her to Captain Macintofh ; with inftruétions to 
carty out fuch. perfons. appertaining to the embafly: as could 
not. conveniently be accommodated on board the Lion. A 
fmall brigantine, manted and officered from the Lion, was 
alfo fitted out, as a'tender, to accompany the embafly. 

It became neceflary, while thefe preparations were making, 
to embrace the ‘earlicit opportunity of formally announcing 
the intended embafly to the Chinefe government, inafmuch as 
intelligence is frequently conveyed to China from foreign 
ports, Without this precaution, the undertaking might, 

. through error or defign, be made to afflume an uncertain or war- 
like appearance, the Embaffador’s reception rendered dubious, 
and the intentions of government completely fruftrated. To 
fecure, then, the effeéts of firft impréffions, which, in every 
inftance, are difficultly eradicated, three commiffioners, who 
had been fele€ted by the Eaft-India Company to manage their 
affairs at Canton, were empowered to communicate, with due 
folemnity, the intended miffion of Lord Macartney; and to 
deliver a letter, correfpondent hereto, from Sir Francis Baring, 
then Chairman of the Court of Dire@ors, in fo public a man- 
ner to ihe Viceroy of Canton, as to prevent, if he had beea 
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fo inclined, the poffibility of its being kept from the knowe 
ledge of the Emperor. 

This letter tated, ** that his moft gracious Sovereign “pa 
ing heard that it had been expected his fub jets, fertled a 
Canton, fhould have fent a deputation to the Court of Pekin, 


in order to congratulate the Emperor on his entering into the 
eighticth year of his age, but that fuch ceputation had not 
been immediately difpatched, exprefied great difpl-afure ti teats 
and, being defirous of cultivating the friendthip of the Eim- 


peror of China, and of improving the connection, intercourfe, 
and good correfpondence between the Courts of London and 
Pekin, and of increafing and extending the cammerce bee 
twen their refpe@ive fubjects, had refolved to fend bis well- 
beloved coufin and counfellor, Lord h Mia 2cartney, a nobleman 
of preat virtue, wifdom, and ability, as his Embaflador Extra- 
ordinary and Plenipotentiary to’the Emperor of China, to re- 
prefent his perfon, and to exprefs, in the ftrongeft terms, the 
fatisfaQion he fhould feel if this mark of his attention and 
regard fhould icrve as a foundation to eftablifh a perpetual 
harmony and alliance between them; and that the Embaf- 
fador, with his attendants, fhould foon [ct out on the voyage ; 
and, having feveral prefents for the Emperor from his Britane 
nic Majefty, which, from their fize, and nicety of mechanifm, 
could not be conveyed through the interior of China to fo 
great a diftance as from Canton to. Pekin, without rik of 
damage, he fhould proceed direétly in one of his Majefty’s 
fhips, properly accompanied, to the port of Tien-fing, ap- 
proaching, in the firft inftance, as near as poffible to the refi- 
dence of the Emperor of China.” And Sir Francis ends the 
Yetter by “ requetting the information thus given to be con- 
veyed to the Court of Pekin, trufting that the impesial orders 
would be iffued for the proper reception of the King of Great 
Jiritain’s fhips, with his Embaflador and fuite, as foon as they 
fhould appear at Tien-fing, or the neighbouring coafts.”’ 

The pretents on this occafion, exprefied in the above letter, 
were illiberally conftraed by fome perfons to be directed to 
extraordinary and improper purpofes, and the attention of the 
diplomatic corps was thereby awakened, One of thefe at- 
tributed the defign to nothing lefs than that of engroffing the 
whole trade to China, to the “exclufion of all other foreig gers, 
andin his zeal for his Court propofed a counter embaliy, 
‘That monopoly, however, hed no part in it muft be evident, 
when it is underftood, that this intended embafly was exprefsly 
imparted to the StateseGeneral of the United Provinces, 
then 
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then in alliance with Great Britain, with offers of embaflae 
dorial fervice, in cafe the ftate of the Dutch factory at Canton 
fhould require fuch mediation, 

But the real drift of the miffion may be clearly afcertained 
by his Majefty’s private inftructions to his Embaflador, in 
which it is fignified, that “ a greater number of his fubjedts 
than of any other Europeans, had been trading for a confide- 
rable time paft in China; that the commercial intercourfe 
between fevcral other nations and that great empire, had been 
preceded, accompanied, or followed, by {pecial communicae 
tions with its Sovereign. Others had the fupport of miffion- 
aries, who, from their eminence in fcience, or ingenuity in 
the arts, had been frequently admitted to the familiarity of a 
curious and polifhed Court, and which miffionaries, in the 
midft of their cares for the propagation of their faith, were 
not fuppofed to have been untmindful of the views and interett 
of their country; while the Englith traders remained unaided, 
and, as it were, unavowed, at a diftance fo remote, as to ad- 
mit of a mifreprefentation of the national charafer and im- 
portance ; and where, too, their occupation was not holden in 
that efteem which might be neceffary to procure them fafety 
and refpect ;”” that, “ under thefe circumftances, it became 
the dignity and charaCter of his Majefty to extend his paternal 
regard to thefe his diftant fubjects, even if the commerce and 
profperity of the nation were not concerned in their fuccels ; 
and to claim the Emperor of China’s protetion for them, 
with that weight which is due to the requifition of one great 
Sovereign from another;” that, “ a free communication with 
4 people, perhaps the moft fingular upon the globe, among 
whom civilization had. exifted, and the arts been cultivate, 
through a long feries of ages, with fewer interruptions than 
elfewhere, was wel) worthy alfo of being fought by the Britith 
nation, which faw with pleafure, and with gratitude applauded, 
the feveral voyages undertaken already, by his Majelty’s com- 
mand, and at the public expence, in the purfuit of knowledge, 
and for the difcovery and obfervation of diftant countries and 
manners 3” but that, * in fecking to improve a connection 
with China, no views were entertained except thole of the 
general interefts of humanity, the mutual benefit of both 
nations, and the prote@tion of commerce under the Chinefe 
government.” 

His Majefty’s letter to the Emperor of China breathes the 
fame fpirit, Itis therein faid, that ** the natural difpofition of 
a great and benevolent Sovereign, fuch as his Imperial Ma- 
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1s jefty, whom Providence had feated upon the throne for the 
on good of mankind, was to watch over the peace and fecurity 

of his dominions, and to take pains for difleminating happi-« 
d nefs, virtue, and knowledge among his fubjecéts; extending the 
a fame beneficence, with all the peaceful arts, as far ashe was 
Is able, to the whole human race.” That his Britannic Majefty, 
- « imprefled with fuch fentiments from the beginning of his 
fe reign, when he found his people engaged in war, had granted 
n to his enemies, after obtaining victories over them in the four 
- quarters of the world, the’ bleffings of peace,’ on the moft 
- equitable conditions ;”’ that, ‘* fince that period, not fatisfied 


n with promoting the profperity of his own fubjects, in every 
refpect, and beyond the example of all former times, he had 
taken various opportunities of fitting out fhips, and fending in 
them fome of the moft wife and learned of his own people, for 
the difcovery of diftant and unknown regions ; not for the 
purpofe of conqueft, or of enlarging his dominions, which 
were already fufficiently extenfive for all his wifhes; nor for 
the purpofe of acquiring wealth, nor even for favouring the 
commerce of his fubjedts ; but forthe fake of increafing the 
) knowledge of the habitable globe, of finding out the various 
. productions of the earth; and for communicating the arts and 
comforts of life to thofe parts, where they had hitherto beea 
little known ; and’’ that ** be had fince fent veffels, with ani- 
mals and vegetables moft ufeful to man, to iflands and places 
where, it appeared, they had been wanting ;” that “ he had 
been ftill more anxious to inquire into the arts and manners of 
countries, where civilization had been improved by the wife 
ordinances and virtuous examples of theic fovereigns, through 
a long feries of ages; and felt, above all, an ardent with to 
become acquainted with thofe celebrated inftitutions of his 
(Chinefe) Majefty’s populous and extenfive empire, which 
had carried its profperity to fuch a height, as to be the ad- 
miration of all furrounding nations.” That ** his Britannic 
Majetty being then at peace with all the world, no time could 
be {fo propitious for extending the bounds of friendihip and 
benevolence, and for propofing to communicate and receive 
the benefits which muft refult from an unreferved and amiable 
intercourfe between fuch great and civilized nations as China 
and Great Britain.” 
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OBSERVATIONS refpecting DAVID HUME, 


i mind of this acute man partook a great deal of the 
heavinefs and fluggifhne(s of his body. He ufed to tell 
his friends, that the power that he particularly wifhed to pof- 
fefs was that of fleeping whenever he pleafed. He feems to 
be one of the few hiftorians of this country who do not appear 
to be enraptured with the fubje& of which they treat; the 
hiftory of a country that, more than any other ever known, 
has provided for the liberty and fecurity, and happinefs of all 
its inhabitants. 

It is faid that Mr. Fox, in his hours of leifure, has amufed 
himfelf with writing notes upon Mr. Hume’s Hiltory of 
England. 

Hume’s Philofophical Works have had their vogue. Doubt 
is fo wretched a ftate of the human mind (and upon what fub- 
je@ cannot ingenuity raife them ?) that mankind are no Jonger 
pleafed with thofe who endeavour to raife doubts upon ferious 
fubjects, and throw them into that ftate of apathy which be- 
numbs the faculties and enfeebles the affe@tions, and robs them 
both of that {pring to action, fo congenial to the natural eacre 
gies of the human mind, 


An ANECDOTE, 
DWARD III. King of England, after the death of Caarles 
le Bel, wrote to the Pope to enforce his claims to the 
crown of France. The Pope very wifely advifed him to re- 
nounce as foon as poflible the title of King of France; a title 
that could not fail to make him pafs with pofterity for a prince 


of great injuftice, and to entail upon himfelf and his heirs the 
implacable hatred of all Frenchmen.—Rymer’s Fadera. 





AREFLECTION. 


Wy" thou attain to the fuperlatively eminent 
character of a philanthropift, firft regard all the fons 
of men in all countries and climes as brethren equally with 
thyfelf, the care of one Almighty and Benevolent Parent, and 
then love them with an undiflembled and brotherly affection. 


INSCRIP- 
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INSCRIPTION onthe Hon, and Rev. Mr, CADOGAN. 


ATELY was ereMed in the chancel of St. Giles’s 
_4 church, in Reading, a monument, defigned by the inge- 
nious Mr. Bacon, with the following infcription : 


« This tablet is infcribed by a mourning flock to the me- 
mory of their late faithful paftor, the Hon. and Rev, WILLIAM 
Bromtey CaApocan, A. M,. fecond fon of the Right Hon. 
Lord Cadogan, rector of St. Luke’s, Chelfea, and 22 years vie 
cat of this church, who departed January 18, 1797, aged 46. 

“© Animated by the nobleft ambition, 
“ Rank, talents, and every other diftin&tion, 
‘© He counted but lofs, 

“ That he might bear the exalted chara@er of 
“© Minifter of the Gofpel of CHRIST. 
‘ This Adorable Name! 

“ His theme, his refuge, and his joy, 

«“« Which gave energy to his principles, and 
* Succefs to his labours, 

“ In his laft moments, 

«© When every earthly confolation vanifhed, 
“© Suftained his foul, 

“© And bore him through triumphant.” 

The emblems at the bottom of the infcription are, the cro- 
zier or paftoral ftaff; the rod of Aaron, with budded and 
yielded almonds; and the book mentioned in the Revelations 
as fealed with feven feals. 


. 





Anfwer, by Qvdipus, of Yeovil, to F. Bulgin’s Rebus, inferted 


July 10. 


How be the widow’s groan, fubfide defpair, 
The thund’ring cannon, and the dia of war; 

Let fhouts of peace thro’ grateful Britain fly, 

And MARLBOROUGH '’s fons proclaim itto the fky. 
*t® We have received the like anfwer from G. Harrifon, 
of Kaft Coker; Adonis, of Leweflon; W. and T. Maddick, 

f Rattery; J. Hatherley, and W. Harris, junior, of -Exeter ; 


a . “ . rn ' ‘ CAT MI: 
Me ‘tallicus Columbienfis; G. Gazeil, of Barum; J. Williams, 


junior, of Plymouth; John Bowbecr, of Dawlifh; H.R.o 
Briftol; W. Sherwell, of Modbury; J. Bradridge, and ae 
Gidley, junior, of Dean Prior; T. Builock, of St. Col oan 
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S. Hill, of Dawlith; N. Coles, junior, and J. Coles, junior, 
of Crediton; W.Brock,of Evercreech; I. Salter, of Broad- 
clift; and W. Rennels, of Barnftaple. 


4 REBUS, by Noah Coles, Funior, of Erediton, 


E learned youths, of Goadby’s pleafing page, 
Attend awhile, let this your thoughts engage; 
Then view a man ef the ambitious race, 
A covetous and cruel King of Thrace. 


Expound an artift, all whofe thought was bent 
The direful {word and buckler to invent; 
Then takea view of mournful Europe’s plain, 
Behold, alas! my third unpitied flain. 


Ceafe then, my next, and ftop thy cruel rage, 
And not purfue, let reafon thee afluage; 
Then view a bird, that foars in ether bright, 
Acrofs the plains, with freedom day and night. 


The initials place, in order true, 
My whole will foon appear to you. 








fn ANAGRAMMIC REBUS, dy F. Collins, late of Uffculam 


E bards, pray find, if you’re inclin’d, 
My thefis to difcover, 
What once, not more you may be fure, 
O’er Iirael’s land did hover. 


The head pray take, and of it make, 
Th’ initial of my theme; 

Then join to that what I am at, 
When with my village queen. 


An inftrument you will prefent, 
That oft makes honeft men; 

The fame tranfpofe, you will difclofe, 
The bard of whom I fing. 


Then fing his praife, in learned lays, 
Ye correfpondents true; 
In ftrains fublime, pray let him thine, 


i'll do the fame for you. 
9 POETRY, 
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For the WeEeextry ENTERTAINER. 
On the late MUTINY at the NORE. 


OON as fair ipring revolving feafons led, 
And wintry clouds the murky tky forfook ; 
7 a naval fignal was abroa d difplay rd, 
That flag to which Britannia’s foes thal ftoop. 


In vain difplay’d! no ready hand appear’d, 
To heave the pond’rous anchor, as of yore; 

‘ No more th’ Adm’ral jovially was cheer’d, 

Tho’ haii'd the guardian of his native fhore. 





?T was tumulcall! Contention’s farious breath, 
Had ftifled reafon, and unmann’d each foul ; 

Fel! difcord fiend of Hell! which ied to death, 
Was found toreign, nor could it aught controul. 


Of no avail the officers’ commands, 
Vaialy the boatfwain pip’d th’ well-known ftrain ; ; 
That itrain by which he had often call’d all hands, 
Todarethe haughty fons of France and Spain. 


« To arms,” theycry’d, ‘* we will our courfe uphold, 
‘* No more fubmiffively to tyrants bend ; 
3y Parker led we will! our griets unfold: 
By Parker led I griets unfold 
** Obtain redrefs—or bravely meet ourend.” 


Deluded men! thofe wrongs your fancy form’d, 
Were fram’d by mutiny, and its dire train; 

Your injur’d country for its fate alarm’d, 
Had caufe to dread you more than France or Spain. 


Its trade molefted, naval glory fled, 
Wich tears each patriot faw your mifled zeal ; 
Pitied your blindnefs, which to ruin led, 
Yourfelves the fuff’rert, and the common weal. 


Had Parker bravely fought in Britain’s caufe, 
And kept rebellion from his daring breatt 5 

His dauntlefs death would then have gain’d applaufe, 
His memory honour, and his name carefs’ rf 


Ye tars! now think, 2h! think howmuchon you, 
Your country’s glorious welfare doth depend : 

As heretofore ftill let your hearts be true, 
To George your fatiier, King, and country’s friend! 


Warn’d by the paft whene’er you chance to meet, 
Let ten-fold vengeance on your foes be hurl'd ; 

Prove that oer northern, like our fouthern fleet, 
Will reign and ruie trigmphant thro’ the world. 


Yeovil. 73 : DiPUS,. 
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The FEMALE EXILE, 


Written at BricuTHEeLMsTONne 1n NoveMBER, 1792. 
By Mis Cuarrorre Smit. 


OVEMBER’s chill blaft on the rough beach is howling, 
‘Thefurge breaks afar, and then foams to the fhore, 
Dark clouds o’er the fea gather heavy and {cowling, 
And the white cliffs re-echo the wild wintry roar. 


Beneath that chalk rock, a fair ftranger reclining, 
Has found on damp fea-weed a cold lonely teat; 
Her eyes fill’d with tears, and her heart with repining, 

She ftarts at the billows that burit at her feet. 


There, day after day, with an anxious heart heaving, 
She watches the waves where they mingle with air ; 
For the fail which, alas! all her fond hopes deceiving, 

May bring only tidings to add to her care. 


Loofe ftream to wild winds thofe fair flowing trefles, 
Once woven with garlands of gay fummer flowers ; 
Her drefs unregarded, befpeaks her diftrefles, 
And beauty 1s blighted by grief’s heavy hours. 
Her innocent children, uncon{cious of forrow, 
To feek the glofs’d fheli, or the crimion weed ftray 5 
Amus’d with the prefent, they heed not to-morrow, 
: .  Northink of the ftorm that is gathering to-day. 


The gilt, fairy fhip, with itsribbon fail {preading, 
They launch on the falt pool the tide left behind : 
Ah! victims—for whom their fad mother is dreading, 

The multiplied miferies that wait on mankind! 


To fair fortune born, fhe beholds them with anguith, 
Now wanderers with her on a once hoftile ‘oil, 

Perhaps doom’d for lifein chill penury to languish, 
Or abject dependence, or foul-crufhing toil. 


But the fea-boat, her hopes and her terrors renewing, 
O’er the dim grey horizon now faintly appears ; 
She flies to the quay, dreading tidings of ruin, 
All breathlefs with hafte, half es piring with fears. 


Poor mourner!—I would that my fortung had left me 
The means to alleviate the woes I deplore ; 

But like thine my hard fate has of affluence bereft me, 
J can warm the cold heart of the wretched no more! 












































EPITAPH on a PROMISING CHILD. 


ARLY remov’d from bleak misfortune’s pow’r, 
Secure from ftorms, here retts a tender tlow’r; 
Short tho’ its bloom, the op’ning bud began 
To promife fair, when ripen’d into man. 
Sleep on, fweet babe! high Heav’n's All-gracious King. 
Hath to ciernal {ummer chang’d thy fpring. 








